[image: image1.png]*), Douglas
Mennonite

[‘ Church




Sunday November 20, 2011

Bible Study

1 Corinthians 15:1-34
1. We will start with a pretty big question.  If you had to summarize the two or three most important points of the gospel, what you stress?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

2. In verses 3 to 8 Paul reminds the Corinthians of what he thought were the most important points of the gospel.  What were Paul’s two or three most important points?  

3. How many groups of people does Paul mention saw Jesus after the resurrection?  Why does he stress these multiple appearances of Jesus?

4. What does this  gospel have the power to do? (verse 2)

5. What is our responsibility in making the gospel effective for us? (verse 2)

Read verses 12-34.

6. What teaching was Paul opposing in this section (see verse 12)?  
Note, when people said that there was no resurrection, they did not mean there was no life beyond death.  Virtually the entire ancient world believed in some kind of afterlife.  In Paul’s day, what people meant by “no resurrection” was that there would be no physical / body life after death.

7. In these verses, Paul also makes his case for the importance of the bodily resurrection of Jesus.  In these verses what things are tied to Jesus’ resurrection?

· 12-19
· 20-28
· 29-34

8. Paul’s faith was costly in which ways?  (Verses 30-31).  How is your faith costly?

9. Why does Paul write that if Jesus was not raised from the dead our faith is in vain?
10. According to verse 32, how does it make sense to live if there is no resurrection from the dead?  

11. If we are living our lives according to verse 32, what does it say about our faith?

12. In verse 19 Paul writes: “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.”  Isn’t the Christian life a decent life to live even if the resurrection is not true?
13. Read verse 22.  In it Paul writes “in Christ all will be made alive.” Does Paul mean all people or only all Christians?

14. Paul closely links our behaviour or ethics with the idea of the resurrection of the body.   What is one way you can live differently because of your hope in a future resurrection?

15. Jesus was often criticized for hanging around with sinners and people with poor reputations.  Paul, however, warns of too close a connection with “bad company.”  Why? (verse 33)
16. 
Have you ever gotten so wrapped up in the lives of “bad company” that it has affected your Christian life?  Which is the danger you face … too close of an association with “bad company” or too much distance?
17. Read verse 55.  What is Paul teaching in this verse?
18. How has the sting of death not been removed for you?  How has the sting of death been removed for you?

19. Spend some time praying for people whom you know who are close to death or for people who are mourning the death of someone they love.
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